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METHODOLOGY
● We identified 303,045 videos with a total of more than 16 billion views from 

117 countries. Each video mentions the U.S.Israeli war with Iran. Videos were 
posted to YouTube between February 10th, 2026 and April 14th, 2026 (a 63 
day window).

● We used multi-modal AI to watch each video and identify narratives about the 
U.S.Israeli war with Iran.

● We classified each observed narrative as “positive / supportiveˮ or “negative / 
oppositionalˮ towards the war. 

● Key Metric “Ratings Pointsˮ - a proprietary metric that measures relative reach 
and frequency of a given narrative or creator within the study.
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Stages of the War
STAGE 1 Feb 10Feb 27  Pre-War Attention Spike

● Initial coverage of Iran-US nuclear peace talks and threats of “possible limited strikesˮ drove a large amount 
of attention. 

● YouTube narratives globally are 4.1x times more negative than positive, while US narratives are 1.3x more 
negative than positive (aka, a 4.1x global and 1.3x US neg-to-pos view ratio) during this time. 

STAGE 2 Feb 28March 23  Initial strikes
● Positive coverage of the war spikes, then begins to drop off while negative attention is sustained by 

international and national coverage of flight delays, the human toll of war, and gas prices.
● A Positive surge: Feb 23  March 09 - Driven almost entirely by viral Fox News clips, international and 

national coverage featuring Trump and White House officials declaring the war as morally necessary. 
○ Global narratives have a 3.8x neg-to-pos view ratio, and US narratives have a 1.7x neg-to-pos view 

ratio.

STAGE 3 March 24  April 14  Negativity Cements
● Positive attention drops off sharply, while negative attention is sustained by varied sources, including late 

night television, political creators on both sides of the aisle, and continuous news reporting critical of the 
war. 

● Global narratives have a 12.3x neg-to-pos view ratio and US narratives have a 2.6x neg-to-pos view ratio.
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Globally: Video Views Were Consistently Negative 
Throughout the Study

● The negative sentiment spike on 2/23 
precedes the initial strikes on Iran on 2/28. It 
is driven by intl. coverage of peace talks and 
threats of “possible limited strikesˮ by 
President Trump.

● The positive sentiment spike on 2/23 is driven 
by extensive Fox News coverage of rising 
tensions with Iran, stressing the perceived 
moral necessity of striking Iran to liberate its 
people.

● The middle negative spike on 3/15 is driven by 
scathing international narratives and 
coverage, mainly from India and Indonesia, 
stressing flight delays, the aftermath of 
strikes, and even imagery of destruction from 
Fox.

● The final negative sentiment spike is driven by 
US late night TV creators.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KIrW85e0VHc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=koXt5bB-Gzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTV22sMVHPQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ah-HQboR6Mc
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Among Only U.S. Creators: Sentiment Briefly Nets More 
Positive Than Negative Attention And Presents a More 
Mixed Overall Picture

● There is one week 03/02 to 03/09) where 
positive narratives outpace negative. Views in this 
period are driven by over a dozen viral Fox News 
clips. 

● Foxʼs clips suggest Iranʼs capabilities are “wiped 
out,ˮ  the US is dominating the conflict, and that 
regional allies are mobilizing against Iran.  

● The first negative sentiment spike is driven by no 
individual creator, but rather a plurality of 
negative coverage, such as MeidasTouch 
suggesting the war is backfiring, and Tucker 
Carlsonʼs “Youʼve Been Lied to About the War in 
Iran,ˮ  a video villainizing Israel. 

● The second negative sentiment spike is driven by 
MeidasTouch, SNL and Jimmy Kimmel 
emphasizing Trumpʼs “insaneˮ conduct and 
alleging the occurrence of “war crimes.ˮ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZNEoOBTqpQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VtuzInYdgKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yi9Om38edak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80rPtMG8-jA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGmlNS_RHMY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGmlNS_RHMY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aYWi1rr4o2o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4lkuq7Gg2AM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EyCSHUZ3BOI
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Over 95% of 117 Nationsʼ YT Views of the Iranian War 
Skewed Negative.
However, US Coverage is Notably More Mixed than 
Average A 5842% negative-to-positive view split.) 

*Of the 117 countries with YT videos we collected, 
only four lean positive on the war: Bulgaria, Israel, 
Malta and Finland.
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Globally: Top Creators on the Iran War by Net 
Sentiment
Fox News is the only top mixed sentiment channel that skews positive - other 
channels skew, on average, nearly 90% negative



8

Domestically: Top Creators on the Iran War by Net 
Sentiment 
Conservative and liberal influencers and news outlets dominate coverage.
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Overall: Narrative Ratings on the War Show Over 
4x More Negative NRPs than Positive
Iranian Resistance and Global Opposition Each Comprise 16% of all Narrative 
Ratings Points in this study. 
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Top Negative Narrative Clusters on USIsraeli War 
with Iran

● #1 - Iranian military defiance and resistance against US-Israeli aggression: This cluster 
centers around Iran's military readiness, including missile tests, naval drills, and rhetoric from Iranian leadership 
emphasizing defiance and threats to sink US and Israeli warships. It also highlights Iranian strategic alliances 
with Russia, China, and regional groups such as the Taliban, projecting a narrative of strong military resistance 
and preparedness that challenges the feasibility and wisdom of a war. (25% of all negative NRPs.)

● #2 - Global opposition emphasizing catastrophic economic and geopolitical 
consequences: This cluster highlights widespread fear and opposition to the Israeli-American war on Iran 
by focusing on the catastrophic global economic fallout (including oil price spikes due to closure of the Strait of 
Hormuz), potential regional destabilization, and the risk of escalating into a larger global conflict involving Russia, 
China, and other powers. It includes narratives warning of prolonged warfare, humanitarian crises, and global 
market collapses, promoting a negative perception of the war. (23% of all negative NRPs.)

● #3 - Focus on Civilian Casualties and Humanitarian Impact: This cluster highlights the tragic 
human cost of the conflict, especially focusing on attacks resulting in the deaths of children and civilians, 
destruction of schools, hospitals, and residential areas. It features narratives condemning the humanitarian 
consequences, evoking sympathy and fear, and promoting opposition by emphasizing the war's brutality and 
disregard for innocent lives.
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Top Positive Narrative Clusters on the USIsraeli 
War with Iran

● #1 - Moral and Strategic Justifications for War: Videos emphasizing the Iranian regime as 
a brutal, hostile, irrational, or destabilizing force, highlighting human rights abuses, nuclear 
ambitions, and regional threats; framing military conflict as necessary, justified, and a path to 
regime change, freedom for the Iranian people, and regional stability (60% of all positive NRPs.) 

● #2 - High-Profile Political and Military Endorsements: Videos featuring statements or 
appearances by prominent figures such as Donald Trump, JD Vance, Lindsey Graham, General 
H.R. McMaster, Mike Pompeo, and Israeli leaders expressing explicit support for military 
intervention, regime change, or praising past successful strikes against Iran; these endorsements 
frame the conflict as both feasible and necessary (30% of all positive NRPs.)

● #3 - Emphasis on Joint Israeli-American Cooperation and Alliance: Many videos 
highlight the close cooperation, coordination, and unified military efforts of the US and Israel 
against Iran, showcasing joint operations, political alignment, and shared strategic objectives to 
promote a positive perception of the alliance.
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Spotlight: Civilian Casualties Narrative Cluster X 
Week 

US bombs Iranian 
girls’ school
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Spotlight: Criticism of USIsraeli Influence in War X 
Week 

Trump claims “unprecedented 
destruction” in Iran

Trump 
threatens to 
obliterate 
power over 
Strait of 
Hormuz

Trump imposes 48 
hour limited strike 
deadline
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Creator Deep Dive: Fox News X Content Share

● Globally, Fox comprises 25% of all positive narratives, and 51% of positive narratives in stage 
3 (percentiles rounded.) 

● In the US, numbers are even more stark: Fox comprises 55% of all positive narratives on the 
war with Iran, and over 70% of positive narratives in both stages 2 and 3. 

● Fox comprises less than 1% of global negative narratives, and 6% of US negative narratives. 

● But Fox alone comprises 5% of global narratives and 24% of US YouTube narratives on the 
war with Iran.
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Creator Deep Dive: Fox News X Sentiment 

● Fox consistently produced content that is positive on the war, but the overall sentiment of Fox’s coverage 
did not become more positive over time. However, audiences for Fox’s content began to more strongly 
prefer watching Fox’s content supportive of the war to Fox’s content opposing the war. This suggests Fox 
is successfully pushing its audience rightward on the Iran War (or at least, rightwing audiences are 
choosing content more supportive of the war over time.)

● Fox’s video production and views spiked in stage 2 of our study (the first three weeks of strikes with Iran.) 
Since then, Fox is both creating less content about the war and driving fewer views on the war.
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Key Takeaways
● The international community is extremely negative on the Israeli-US War with Iran – 

nearly a 9010% split in negative to positive narratives in many nations. 

● The US is significantly more positive than international videos, but not quite enough 
to be positive overall - a 6040% negative to positive narrative split.
○ Positive attention is buoyed almost entirely by Fox News, which comprises 

25% of all US YT narratives and 55% of all positive US YT narratives.
○ Negative attention comes from more varied sources, from Late Night TV to 

political creators on both sides of the aisle (such as MeidasTouch and Tucker 
Carlson) and news coverage (such as ABC and CNN.) 

● Key narrative clusters include: Iranian military defiance, moral justifications for war, 
global opposition, humanitarian concerns, and high-profile cabinet endorsements. 

● GenAI content depicting Trump and Khamenei, humor lampooning the White House, 
and international and national news coverage were the prominent drivers of 
attention on Iran. 643 creator-labeled GenAI videos drove 90 mil views.



17

A Sampling of Influential Videos
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Make AI Great Again - Trump Waiting Forever to Strike 
Iran🚀⏳💤 - 12M views

Moral and Strategic Justifications for War - Intl Mixed 
Coverage Creator Spotlight: Make AI Great Again

● This is the most-watched mixed 
sentiment video for stage #1 (before 
initial strikes.) It satirizes Trump 
threatening but waiting to strike Iran 
by showing him putting a missile in 
front of Khamenei’s cave and then 
falling asleep on top of it. Then 
Khamenei comes out of his cave and 
lights the missile, launching Trump 
into a US warship, which explodes. 
This video stresses the conniving 
nature of the Iranian regime. 

● This video surfaces as mixed 
sentiment because it originally shows 
Trump sending Khamenei into 
retreat, then Khamenei doing worse 
to Trump. 

● Similar creators include Global 
Governance and NoblePresident.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JaVwpNhzjUU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JaVwpNhzjUU
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Max Afterburner - 
Iran Jet Crash Just Revealed Something INSANE About 
Iran's Military - 5.3M views

Moral and Strategic Justifications for War - Pos 
Creator Spotlight: Max Afterburner

● Rightwing creator Max 
Afterburner’s shorts are 3 of the 
top 20 positive videos in stage #1 
(before strikes), with his two most 
viral videos outperforming Fox’s 
most viral stage #1 video.

● Max’s content emphasizes the US’ 
military and strategic equipment 
advantage, comparing the US 
military to “the biggest guy at the 
bar” and the “biggest aerial 
hammer" in the Middle East. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6srgaZze8zs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6srgaZze8zs
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Iran Israel War | Why is ENTIRE Middle East under 
Attack? | Dhruv Rathee - 23M views

Global opposition and Focus on Civilian Casualties Top 
Cluster Video - Neg Creator Spotlight: Dhruv Rathee

● Indian activist (based in Germany) Dhruv 
Rathee records a video showing that his 
family’s vacation was interrupted by 
bombings and their flights delayed. 

● The video emphasizes the devastating 
human cost, specifically mentioning a 
school bombing in Minab, Iran, that resulted 
in the deaths of over 100 children. The 
content also explores the broader regional 
instability caused by the conflict, including 
retaliatory strikes on neighboring countries 
like the UAE and Bahrain, which damaged 
civilian infrastructure. Furthermore, the 
video discusses the severe economic 
repercussions for India, such as potential 
oil supply disruptions and rising inflation. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTV22sMVHPQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTV22sMVHPQ
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Fox News - US launches nearly 900 strikes on Iran in 
RARE daytime operation - 5.9M views

High-Profile Political and Military Endorsements (Pos) 
+ Public and Popular Opposition (Neg) Creator: Fox 
News

● The video contains overwhelmingly positive themes 
narratives on the Israeli-American war on Iran. News 
anchors describe the military action as "history unfolding," 
an "unprecedented military operation," and a "devastating 
blow to Iran's Islamic regime." At 2:10, an anchor refers to 
the operation as "really quite remarkable." Visual narratives 
also show "celebrations" breaking out on the streets of Iran, 
framing the war as a "hope for relief" from the regime. 
Additionally, the video uses graphics that label targeted 
Iranian leaders as "eliminated" in a way that suggests a 
positive strategic victory.

● The video also contains several negative themes and 
visuals. At 0:05 and 0:21, footage shows explosions and 
panic in residential urban areas, depicting the war's 
destructive impact on civilians. At 0:24, an Iranian official 
explicitly condemns the military action as an "act of 
aggression." Furthermore, the video reports on widespread 
retaliatory strikes causing chaos across the region (1:36), 
reports on mobs storming the U.S. embassy in Baghdad 
(2:46), and shows footage of "Death to America" protests in 
Tehran (3:17), all of which reflect themes of resistance, fear, 
and hatred toward the conflict.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ah-HQboR6Mc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ah-HQboR6Mc
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Iran Challenged U.S. Air Force — BIG MISTAKE- 
Beyond Military - 4M views

Propaganda and Media Framing to Generate 
Excitement Top Cluster Video - Pos Creator: Beyond 
Military 

● The video depicts a joint Israeli-American 
military operation against Iran in a positive 
and exciting light. It showcases advanced 
weaponry like the B-2 bomber, referred to 
as the "Freedom Dorito" (00:23), and F-35s 
successfully neutralizing Iranian threats. 
The narrative celebrates the technological 
superiority and tactical success of the US 
and Israeli forces, highlighting the 
destruction of Iranian missile sites (07:48, 
15:28) and the IDF's efficient response to 
Iranian missile launchers (11:32). The 
video's tone is one of military triumph, and it 
concludes by promoting further content 
regarding "the war against Iran" (19:42).

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioprygRY2Z4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioprygRY2Z4
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Jimmy Kimmel Live - Trump Declares Total Victory in Iran, 
Aims to Make Big Money & JD Vance Calls the Ceasefire 
Fragile - 3.1M views 

Iranian military defiance, Public and Popular Opposition, 
Protests, and Satire, and Political and Legislative 
Opposition Video - US Negative Creator: Jimmy Kimmel 

● US negative videos are driven by Jon 
Stewart and Jimmy Kimmelʼs satirical 
late night coverage lampooning the 
war as ill-conceived by officials.

● Jimmy Kimmel mocks President 
Trump's handling of the situation, 
referring to it as an "international 
nightmare" and a "war crime." He 
uses humor to criticize the political 
and military motivations behind the 
conflict, implying that it is driven by 
personal agendas rather than 
strategic interests. The video includes 
segments where the host sarcastically 
comments on the "ceasefire" and the 
involvement of other political figures, 
further highlighting a critical 
perspective on the ongoing war.

https://www.youtube.com/@JimmyKimmelLive
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2aYd-XHzsI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2aYd-XHzsI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXGz7x6Ex84
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EyCSHUZ3BOI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EyCSHUZ3BOI
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ABC News - ABC World News Tonight with David Muir Full 
Broadcast - March 23, 2026 (posted 24th) - 1.3M views 

US Negative News Coverage Top Creator: David Muir 

● The video provides coverage of the 
escalating tensions between the U.S. 
and Iran, including descriptions of 
U.S. military strikes on Iranian sites 
and the negative economic impacts 
in the U.S., such as rising gas prices. 
The reporting presents these events 
as concerning, and the narrative 
emphasizes the growing conflict and 
its consequences, which can be 
seen as promoting a negative 
perception of the war efforts.

● Negative coverage is also driven by 
coverage of gas price increases and 
US casualties David Muir posted 7 
of top ten US negative videos 
overall.)

http://mcvdc62v_ay
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0D8HDtlQWk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0D8HDtlQWk

